
“She helped me think  
of the future, showing  
me what to expect at uni 
and the different  
pathways i can take.”

– Year 9 student



89%

93%

“My mentor made each session  
more personalised by making the 
topics we talked about relate to 
things that i like, like dogs and 
animals and also space!” 
– Year 8 eMentoring student, Virtual School Victoria

About us
In2science is an innovative, award-winning program  
which increases student engagement in maths and  
science by placing volunteer university students as  
peer mentors in secondary school classes.

In2science was established in 2004 and is a La Trobe 
University led collaboration with The University of  
Melbourne, RMIT University, Swinburne University  
of Technology and Monash University.

How does the program work?
In2science mentors work with secondary school science 
or maths students for a 10 week period. Working with the 
classroom teacher, the mentors help students, share their own 
experiences and motivations for studying at university, and 
relate school work to real-world examples. In2science  
has two delivery methods:

In-class Mentoring: Mentors attend class in 
person and help the students with their learning  
in a small group or whole class setting

eMentoring: an innovative online mentoring 
program that connects secondary school  
students in regional Victoria with eMentors  
over an interactive platform

Program Aims
Increase engagement  

in science and maths  
for improved student outcomes, 

particularly for under-represented 
groups of students

Increase awareness 
of STEM skills in all careers  

for students, mentors and teachers

Create partnerships  
between universities & schools

% of students who agreed

Did not work directly 
with the mentor

Worked directly 
with the mentor
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Feel more confident talking about science/maths

Am considering a career in science/maths

Have a greater understanding of how to use 
science/maths in everyday life

Try to solve maths/science problems on my own

After having an In2science Mentor  
I now… ACER Evaluation 2017

of teachers noticed certain 
students engaged more in the 
lesson with a Mentor present

2.
1.

of eMentoring 
students have a better 
understanding of 
the pathways and 
opportunities available  
to them in STEM
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“It invigorates me as a teacher,  
to be hearing about the impressive 
work the mentors are doing in 
their fields of study, and it opens 
students’ minds to the possibil ities  
of life after high school.”

Samantha Holt, Teacher 
Epping Secondary College

“It’s a way of giving back to these students 
and not underestimating the power of a 
mentoring relationship.”

Carla Rossimel, Structural Engineer, KBR 
 Participant in the KBR “Meet an Engineer” eMentoring sessions

“In2science provides a really great 
opportunity to apply your creativity  
and problem-solving skills to get 
students excited about science”

 – David Gavaghan, Mentor,  
The University of Melbourne

Benefits of In2science
School students experience
•	 positive interactions with role models in STEM
•	 increased engagement in STEM
•	 increased connections between  

curriculum and the real world

Teachers gain
•	 additional classroom assistance and support
•	 access to current knowledge in STEM
•	 understanding of university courses  

and links with universities

Mentors develop
•	 communication and interpersonal skills
•	 an understanding of teaching and are more  

likely to consider it as a vocational pathway
•	 enhanced graduate capabilities

Universities increase
•	 educational outcomes for their graduates
•	 strength of relationships with schools

Industry partners build
•	 Deeper relationships with their communities,  

through In2science partner schools
•	 Connections with highly motivated mentors with 

outstanding communication and interpersonal skills
•	 Understanding of, and influence on,  

their local STEM talent pipeline

2019 Total since 
2004

Partner schools 58 170
Mentor placements 320 2,805
Students 5,822 69,182*

*based on an average of 22 students per class

of Mentors agreed that 
participation in In2science 
developed skills they  
will use in the future
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This project is jointly funded by:

The Victorian Government through the Strategic Partnerships Program and the 
Student Mentoring Grants Program and the In2science Partner Universities.  
In 2019, In2science was supported by the Toyota Community Foundation.
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